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“The Red Circle,” repeated Borden dully.

\ It is still there, on my hand, always

: there. And it has marked one member 4
in every generation of my family.
person marked by it has always been a ]
The *Decoration of the Curse ‘
of Heaven,’ 1 have heard it called!” : ¢

The

Rl &

Nevellzed fram the Paths Photo Play of the Eame Narie By W M, Ritchey. hs rumbled In contempt

Aaring crites

& Chartes Gurdon, & lasje

oroul, fearns that June L Bonion's danahies,
fham aheltor when the palice ere bhuutlicg bim,

n, Kiddon In the attl
“of hia grimy Lund.

Ho bad sesn tho Lted Circle on her
hand. Ho was crafty enough 1o Kiiow
how foarful a hold over the girl this
secret gave

June could AUApCIL N0

mger. lmpulaively eba got to het

pt and crosscd the room teward the

by

bar The

il door,
T¥here are you guing, doarial’
T Mary in suddun anxioty
ngolng W aee him'' replied
- 7" must!”

. L"Nﬂ‘ No!" walled tha nurse
‘I’ “Ihere I8 danger—horrible danger
Put I'm not gouis To sliulk hefore 1t
f I'm golug (o sed Gim and find out

the vary worst’”
Juns had takon off her hat, and as

‘] she mpoke sho was siripping the
gloves from her hands The Iuit
glove came off Hest Then, as tho

right glove was Lindf removed, s
wearer noted the pulving Itad Circia
on her hand, Instinctively she drew
the glove over it '
Meantimoe Mary had flung Herse!t
petween June and the duor, excinim-

; inE in horror:

! “Oh, wmy dear, my dear! You
f mustn't! He--he might kill you
w31 me !t ochiood June, bitteriy "1
almost wish ne would! b: would ™
the easlost solution of thn whole
wretched puzzie  Hut he won't. Any
more thun a wise man would et a
fire with milllon-dolinre billa.  Dwead,
')'d be of no use 19 lim. Alive, I'm o
))mum- to him. And he Knows .."
27~ “Pgt, my prov ous’’——
»Tha Red Clrols s throbbing on my

hand this minute” interrupted June,
' And yot 1 have no

grimly, “Soo it

craving for mischlcf or crime. It
Mgust be & now mat.festation of Jim
orden’s W nature—the trait that
mande Him want to fuce bin enemics

" yomtead of o e away from them.

Lat mo g

i

A Wasted Plea,

She aghook off thye Il wWolnen N ap
apealing Rrasp Hnl poshed Mary gendd
to one slde, loaviig the way open Lo

| the door,

“lf you're poing there,” ded larod
the wvallant nurs giving upe the un-
cqual battie, “then I'm guing oo, 1
Keep Wim from harning my baby if
nuyone can'”

June searce hoenrd her, lready tha
girl was huriying toward the stilrs
that iod to the witic. Mury scurried
elong ot Nor huols,

Topethicr they reachvd the duorwa
landipe 1o the alite stulpl, June funsg
open thae duor, und the two viimbed
the narrow P dusty stalrway, first
varefully «1 T w  do hohind
tham W provent sound of the comlng

\ interview from teaching the cars of
anyone below miiirn
v June & atcp aliead, they emergsd
into the gloumy uttle roomn, ith 1w
dimly secn piles of trunks and pack-
ing boxes anid outworn furnitur

Mary pouwed staring  timotoualy
around the dismind nnd cluttared room

%  There wis tio i thera of the man
Lthey sought, Juus dQrew o4 #igh of
| !ihf that mcrged  pressntly  Inth a

sharply nervous lotnke of broath, ae

something moved In the shadows of
the attic's fn LT

From on bmprompia wicle of
patched guilis and wothi-caten  plis
lowa, betwoan two frunky, & frowsy
head cattions! e N0 View Bam,
In his eomfurtabie hiding place, had
heard the atops on the sinies, wod le

had peeped out to ges who the intrud-
ara might be

At might Juna and Mary ha
grinned pleasantly, wot up, steetehed
himeself and slouchivd forward to moeg
them,

“Wall,
vordiality, “it
receptlon day
+Fagan, Indies,

of

| L]
‘ well!™ he rumbled, in muck
souime like this isn my

Waolcame 1o Castlo

I'd 'n' spruced up o bit

It I'd known | was goin' 1o have
wmp'ny.”
“U'ghl" shudderved Mary, in suarp re
Sipulsion as cho watihod s proasy
-nile,
“8ume to you, old dame and many

(Coorignt, 1048, by Albert Papess Terbove )
LTYSOEE OF PRECEMNG CRAPTERS

ae back of his haed

Tuoe Travia, & beautifal

Jum Berirn, massy ~soeh (n macked with an ireenilay twed cincie on .
Talw Ned !l‘lﬂ armemmnd n the Latd ot one memiler of efery pemeation in the Bordm family
aad bes alwam demoted o crilainel, - A,

Jwm's death the Ral Circle has been seen on the hand of & woman thisf,

@r] whom Lamar admires, has meently dlsrovered this circie s he back of har own rlght hand,  Ahe
comfides the sscret o ber old nome, Masy, who 4 borrified at hearing of 11, and who confesss Liat
Jume Ia Jim Borden's Anisiter

Wt wl) of thewn fur Uw betwlit of the poor ar (Il treated, Amang tvme whe befriesds .,
wha (s unpetly scoussd of smiiezilethend,
Mo usen i knewlsdge te Dlackmall her int gived

Chodling Bam' Eagan, &

CHAPTER XII.
\ ' Like a Rat in a Trap.

HMILaS Maz Lamar was musing in miserable uncertainty over the of anger,
problem of June's gulit or (nnocence, June herself wan confronted
by i problem guite as disheartening and far mors perilous.

Mary had told her of “Smiling Sam"” Wagan'y presence in the well tovk care of. If you don't—or It
Mravia bouwe, and Junp realteed all 1t might mean o her,
storeront, held her fule, lier Hberty, in the hollow

The

of ‘vm” answered Sam, “and wiils
wo're gn the subject of victuals-*

Veiled Threat.

"1 diin’t say one word about
tunis!™ snnpped Muary

“No®™ grunted Sam. “Well, U'm goln®
to, That sunck you smuggled up here
1ot awhile wgo may bo coough to il
up o w'clety girl or & canary, but U
wWasl't hardly more'n Wi appelizor for
ma.  ltusile the rest of the meal up
here ma Quick as you can. L'm getiin’
hungry again. And when I'm hungry
I want to eat. That's what | get hun-
gry for. And, while you're about it
Just eatch me a pint flask of the Htuft
That Killed Father, at the same tithe
That's the French fur bovze. Get we?

“rSouse me, miss,” he broke off,
turning to June. "1 was no bums
givin' orders to my dopy old house-
keeper bere that | didn't handly no-
tioe you. Sit down, won't you? J'm
sorry the plage s so dusty and cock-
roachy, It's nll old Mary's fault, 1f
1t wann't that she's beon in our fam'ly
for mnore’'n eighty years, I'd sure have
to fire hor. She's an old deodlow!®,
She don't feed me snough, Do e———

Vigs

“You miserablel"— sputterad
Muary, iu fury, but June cut hee
short

“Sam,” said the girl, fooing the
grinning furitive, "I've coma here to
have you help me”

"Help you?" repeated Bagan, pus-
cled,
“"Yes by lwaving here.”
“Uh, | mee. Nothing' doing, swestie,
"Please!™  hoplored  June, again
checking Marsy's wrathful effort to In.
terrupl. “Please go! Please don't an-
danger me by staying here. A! any
moment my mother may find you're
hidden in our house. Yame or one of

1

the other servanis may 1tell  her
And"——
That’s up 1o you” phitlusoplucally

anwwered Sam, “That's your share of
the gume, Miss Travie, 1 can't look
out for everything.”

"I did all 1 could for you when you
cumme oyt of priwon, penniless and an
outeast” went on June, Jgnoring his
filppancy. "1 gave you help. 1 gava
you money. 1 found work for you,
I tried to make up to you for what
you had suffered and to put you on
sour fest mrain, 1 dldn't ask any re-
ward: not even your gratitude. Bu*
now that I'm in such Jdire peril, won't
you please Nelp me by golng away

il ving me from the danueer of
vour piresetinoe here? Fvery minute
eIl %av in this house I8 4 enace
to e, I, pleass go!*

(o™ he sauld argumentatively, and
wi'll mnllinge at her, 3 where? To

" That's whore they'!l stick me

1 leave hers Defore this row blown
over,  And sven this dusty old hole
nnd Mam's halt-portion foxl are a
whale 1ot hettar'n the pon ™

"t vorn  rouwld  ereep out  oat
1 L‘ll'.”

“And Lbe nablied ot daytreal. No,
thinnls, 11

“Hut 'Y glve you encugh muney
t

“You eure will, inisn 11l sen to
tliat DBut net L8 ity safe to snonk
ult P Mying law. Just now, And
sal're galn' to help me a0 10"

“Ihit aon’t yon sce what It merns
o me? pleaded Juna “"You ecan't
#tiay hidden hare indefinitely It iny

mother should happen to come up to
the ittle or''—

“If she dowes'
moxst solamnly,
fur her.”

YOh!™ eried June in bhorror

“Listen here,” woent oun Eagan, a
note of rough authority in bis volcs,
“Let's

interposcd Ham, al-
“mo much the worass

youl mnd mn come to a show-
down It min't & tima far meato-
drayma or gallery plays or high-
falutin' tail, Come down to cases
You're goin' to keap on hidin' me
here and fesdin'® me and protectin’
me, an’ when | get out you're guin’
1o Keep me on Fasy Btrect, Not be.

0o NnoooOoouOanaal ooonogoIauOa o000 0 00RO TE IO CCITICICICEIE) Qoo ouoooADUCLIULUULOD O
cause you want to, but because loss peacoful than ususl.  For the stupldly dr the envel .1|--] His rond

g ' it you don't, bulk of the Farwell employees wer ulothe typewritten addross .
b e B O e h!"] ;un ¢ gathered In the big yard of the fae “Por tho employves of the Farwel)
you Know 1 can tell a wﬁoe ot o tory holding an imprompiu indigna- Corporation
int'restin’ things abuut Cirels Jim (on meeting Wihat the blue bLlazes T
Horden'n crook danughter™ Silaa Farwell's fallure to koep i spatterad

vord about sharing with hils men tie Thon We mnw o shoel of notepspar

“You Beast!"

“You beast!™
boast !

“Cut out the snappy stuf!" ordercd
Ham. “Treat me sasy and you'll fimd
ma ctsy treat That's al-
ways been my way., Bot eome any
rough buwsiness with me, and youli
always find me on hand with »n
bucketfu! of trouble, Hemember that
Ho don't call names any more. Huh'"
“You'ro n
swall ona to bé talkin® to me as if |
wasn't an good as you, Why, you
und me in in the same paw. If you
think we ain't, just take a look at

flamed June 'S ou

.
D

Mat lamar & poung “erme speclalist ' lemrss that after that!”

An he spoke he caumht her by the
right wrist and tore AwWAy Lls louse-

Jutie. deivess on By the apell of the Hed Cirle, commite severdd hanging glove from the back of her

The lted Circle blazed Into
view. June tors herselfl free from his
grawp, just as Mary sprang forward
to rescue ber darling from the man
PBoth women broke Into & [fierce
speech. Dut Eagan's doap voles eanily
dominated and drowned thelr words

1 stay right heve, my lady.” ho an-
nounced loudly. “And you'il ses 'm

you try 0 double-crons me, cyvery-
body Is goln' o koow that you're

"YOU ARE.

CRCLE JIMS
DAUVGHTER!#

Circle Jim
that?"

“You=-yout horrible old grioning
Chessy Cat!™ shritled Mory, “l've
peon twenty pletures of Jadas bneariot
ond no two of them ever lookod alike
Hut every aingle oun of themn looked
just exactly like you! And (f you liy
your filthy paw on my Loy agaein of
spenk one other word to her, Vil clow
Luth your sllny eyes out'”

With n thunderclasp oath of rago.
Sam atrode toward tho dauntless L0
old womuan, His foot dtruck ag.-’
an vid-faabiloned batrack which was
mdous one leg  and  was  progped
eRwnst thoe wall

Down, with 4 resounding orash, £l
the peavy rack, disodging in its f\..n'
Llo 4 pacidug Lok wid & brdcketivs ol
‘“i:-hh\:”’d‘.t!c re-echovd deaferingly
with the din of the universwl Jdow il
Yuny and Mary coutehed ol each vilhsl
T [ TR TS T

At the saie mement the Jdour at t!
fout of the witie stilrs was heatd

Borden's daughtar Oet

v

open.  Mry, Traviw's voloe callvd

WY s up Lhere? In at Yyl
Yoama?

June's Hght laugh broke in on the
uery Helzing Mary by the hand
the giel ran Lo the head of the slairs
enid bognn to doscend then drangiug
Lo terrifled nurae along will her
Of the Track.

“I's only Mary wnd 17 e called
peyly. “We were rumaniging up het
fur mome lneoe | thought 1 Jeft in &
trank,  But it 't there, A, Jut

W W were stirthige down | Dt find
et oJd hoatrack of grandpapna an 1
Mriocked it ovor. Iid it soere you?

lin morey."” I
While she talked she redched Lo
hottom of the sikirway.  Heleisng

Mucy's hind, sho threw one arm obou!
Miw Travis's shoulders and whiskod
Hor away to jook ot some piotures of
b new car sho sild 8ho ol sel el
lunr.l. ll.l‘. ~ . a & -
Next moraing June pu! on n riding
twbit, ordervd her  saddis
urought to tho door i half e hour,
wnd then shut heeself in her own den
Paking from a drawer the big
packet of banknotes she hod stolen
Crom Parwall's sate, she counted them
curetully. Then she sat down at her
tvpewriter and pounded out o half
dosen lines. Addressing a4 lurge an-
velope, shie put the typed shuest fnto
It nnd stuffed the sheal of bunknotes
i thera too. Soiling the envelops,
nhe thrust (L into the insldoe pocket of
her riding coat and ran downstiirs,
June turned her horde's heid toward
the seption of the ety where stood
the Farwell corporation’s fuctory. It
witn not a eavory nuighborhood, at
bust. Aond tals jporning 1t Wiy evep

Hurse
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| THE RED CIRCLE

profity of the concern was the thoo

of tholr spokesman's baransw Ths
“eosoperative profite” plan nd boon
received with noisy jJoy by the e
pluyess. Gordon's warning Lo them
Eid been thelr first hint that Farwell
mght not keep his word dinee Lhen
days had passed, and there was T

wign  of  the promised  dividends,
Wherefore the garlior dissontent ol

morged inte the preseonl mims o
K.

I'rom the bullding's entrancs
well watched the pathering of
tirn in Lthe yard, He knew wo
unowgh what was up. And he seowled
na fragments of the spokesman’s
npaech came to his surs

AL lant. as he was about to xo Into
hiw ofice, Farwell saw the spokesmen
and two of his audience detach them -
wedves from the group and walk to-
ward him, He understovd the ablect
of their visit.

His right hand allppad fatoe tha
pocket of hia cont, aud his fingees
closed about the cold butt of a plata]
that rested there.

The men drew near. At sight of
thelr employer, they halted, glanced
at one another, and then stepped up
to him; taking off their hats an they
cnme,

v“Mr. Farwell," began the spokes.
man, nervoualy, cloaring his voice an
ho apoke, “Mr. Farwell, we are o dels-
gution from the hands, elosen
chosen to ask you If vou meap to
mike goxd on your promise Lo shire
profits with us, We'—

Mo sild Farwell, coolly, 'I don't
I explaltod that In the notide | had

&
»

SSoa

]
i
Lo

the janitor tack up on the workroom
doviirs | e

“Then, you rotien erock,”
the spokesmnan, losing hold
temper, “*What do you mean to do

rosred
of his

e e e—— et ——
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sticking halfwany out of the torn en

velome. He drew it forth abd n oa
vl shaking with wotsler poid e
fow typed Dines JL ¢ontained;

Acveept nnd distribute the o losed

ne part puyment of your sceamulated

cosuperative profite in the Farwell
corporation- -An agent'’
A cheer from hundieds of hourse

throats brake In on his Febdln
“ame on'" vellsd the spokostman,
enthusinstically, as he fAourished the

hinndtul of g Lillis Lot ahy, oy sl
Lat's go to e Boss and thank Bim
He's o white moan, witer nll And I'm

golng to apologiee for tnsuiting him,
too, He was dvad Fght to punch moe
for it Costie on!"™

Farwasll, In hin eround floor oMee
avarlooking the yurd, glineed out of
the opont window Just o tine (o pee
the crowd start toward the bullding.

Hisa hand went to his pistol butt, He
thought he understood that unanl-
mulls moveinent,

Prosentlv his ook of dogged defl-

ance changed to onn of howil larment,
Thin mob of avengers waa iwhaving
st strangely ! The men were dands
Ing along, laughing and waving thelr

ciap s and «haklng uinds with one an-
other. Hurely no angry mob would
net thus
The Mob's Advance.

Just then the front rank of them
caught sight of Farwell stumding In

the open window, A rour went up
“Thmeo vcheers fur Farwell*

whouted the spakesiting
The three choors weps

thundrous grat,

Silaa

Ve with a

¥ s . g

Yyesn ehicers for our whito bose!™
yelled another workmisn

And apaln the throng cheered, rap-
turausly.,

The men A hnlt in

cnme to st

Just this" nnswersd  Farwaell ronit of the window, shioving forwaml
Hefore the oibiers colld gurs s spikesman, who still held the
Intent, his left tist catnehit the spooe e of monsy 0 one Wil and the
man flush on the point of L W CwWritien lerter in anot
and sent him sprawling Me. Farwell," L begnn, "“we want

The stricken man scrambled to Wie o think you 11 was a funng
fect, Hin two compuiions al s silde, memiding us onr cash, hat it woa
he sprang ke an augry dog an bat ehty welcome 'a\.‘l L Wit Lo o
well’s throut.  But thoe thres mon SR o yol dog :
stoppsd thelr rsh, ndmost oo omibee What are you bWitheving alb
gs the fuctory ownee Noghod out miedk ¥ Mrwell, LIPS L |
pistel from s coat pecliol and | Aril WHAL'S ot miohiey yolbine s
aledd I at the furemont of thua AL “-' U

There wis o NSLUNT pause ox Ve PR HUNeY riie A N
nasnilunts bitnkea deres dateiy ot 1 i n FTTRATRTE "..,. rpr
black pistol muzzie and ot the ool il "'l' I"T 'III.\ ! Rl A
murderous oyos behidmd it i h . s iy, A )

‘o back lo your wor,” sald Far ey thin | (] ¥l
will, breiking tho inomin S H UIRTRGH .
Lils voles ll:a : Id e stescd and aa el o got no further, Parye . ol
1y, ‘g befors | count hron, of une.of i the wiliduw Tl i
you will ge feot foremnosg.' vl note frome b baodk 1 “.'

enentn the monaes of (he leved nutaliod (o 1
weapon and the dominatingge gige of elinnesd T e ju | "
thelr employer the teic looked st Feasin ia Find b AT
ishly ut each other; then, dne by une, v #ive you t ) )
turned aud shulficd away towaerd L i Loesk \ o s il
yard A wirl, ‘. i .I ¥ X 1“': i ;

Farwell dropped the pistol back inte " "." ':_‘ p,':‘l.l-.. il i e
his pogket and continuel upon his e W A S
WAy ter i own office g

The three delegaton returind to thelr | Farweil, pole in k '” i "
fellows. ‘Plin rest of the men crowd- od out Bnto the stivet i)l B
od vigerly around thom for hews of ! I "I"' "‘ "I - 'I ) -- L
the interview ’ i ey - X u

“It's no use,'” reported (he spokes I" o Blovks away, and VAR
man. “I asked him, and ' f e View e

Something white flew throaeh tha Mo bod redugniaed tho shia "
tlr, striking him across the dves pad ¢ Ayl I |
then falling to the groumd wt Wl foet g I e T
The wpokesman looked arodmd  nooa o i '
in bowllderment =0 i thn 1} t ol
men,  They hivl & Destitg glimg r | I " : -
u il on horseback, rudlng avway fron 1 U i
thie bsourdd 1 that divided the yard ho maney 1
from the strest ghty opth | atinh

“sShe threw it at you" sald one of vioe Bl ol ! ;
the man. “1 saw hor What ta it i v hiliminhiat oy awep! tha

The spokesman had stooped and was el ool A st
plaking up the white thing that hud pitrEao the fugitive. 11 ¥
mtrnek hime It wois i larkee envelope, o Har e saw somett
very thick. The othors presine alons gu g for the purpois
around him in jostling ew o e .
tore pen one end of tha envelope A Stern Chase,

Out fell n packavs of Lk denomi Al iv thy opposite eurh lvoaneod
nation bllls A Ury of nmnzn bhroks o tedd policeman, rhint w!'h
from the crowd. The spokesmun, hiolds 0 pas . Farwell pan oacross and
ing the money In one hand, staeed jaidd e oMeer by the arm
——— . o —— ! = -
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Leading Motion

“Ind you seo 4 woman ride past
ners o fow moments ago?' he de-
manded,

“Why, yea'' mturnsd tha patrol-
mian, wondering st hia Interhocitors
cxcltamen! "1 did 1 didn't taka
much noties of her, sxeept that she
rode mighty well  Sho'd gotion pant
e ol | saw hot In"

“Sha has robbed me”
Farwell, “Catch her! ¥ha turned ‘o
the left at the third corner.  Bhe'a
riding slowly. You cab oateh up"

Hin last words were drowned In the
clitter of hoofbeats as tha policeman
put his horse to a gallop

Hin horse rounded the corpner theoe
blocks above, scarce alackening Hin
mighty stride. At a distanow of seve
eral hundred yarda aheswd the roder
saw June JoRging along in lelsurely
fashion. And he bore down upon her,

The girl, as sho trotted homewnard,
heard behiind her the hurrylng ho
beats of a horse hard-pidden, =hn
glanced back, And she underntosd,

Her lney stoed was startled into &
wild plunge by a weolt from the riding
crop acroas his fank.  And tha race
wWias on,

The girl was far lighter than the
man who pursucd hor. And she was
a practised rider Hut her horae, o
ahowy mount and well-galted, wia
not u riesr,  [eapite the diffarsnes in
welghin, the pollceman galned ground.

Tho PUrAUCE Wi pCATCO & quariers
Iock behind, In another few min-
utes, at most, he would overhail her,
There was also the danger that some
other mounted officer, coming from
opiponite dirvetion, might cut off her
retreal

To her right. only a block away,
ran the park. If she could galn that
in safety, she might perhinps be able
to give her parsner the slip some.
where in ity winding bridle path, Hhe
heard tha man vhout:

"

Intefrupted

“Halt In the name of the law!®
ardd wgnln, “Haolt, or 'l Apet™

sne laughed floreoly In roply; her
nerves athreill with the Intoxiention
f the chase. And, wheeling with
Guaterous sbiarpness, she turand to
he right, tnto the streovl that led to
the park. The polleeman was too
[ o moake the taen with the same
natt wpoed, wnd she gained a fow
Yurds by the pertlous rise,

ut, ax she Lashed into the park,
rhe hienrd him close hehind., Hn near
il he pross that aha dared not riak

fill by guldinie hor maount siilleways
it any of the bridle jaths they
hiundered puast,

A quinrter mie tarther on she eould

fhe ontsteeteivsd bay hivhd at her
(s, The bay orept farther and far.
fier nhead,

And now a Llus wrign whot furth, am
the pollceman suateped at hor beidis
Tune, ddplven on bY an bmguine amiaz-
ingly forvign o her gentls nnture,
whitled ghout In the suddie, and with
ior Fldinge coop she slasliod the of eor
nthwart his red faen

A Girl's Battle. =

With all Hor might she mnote. Tha
nothe orop caughtl the palios

y flrly weross the ayes, half blind-

him

A second and & il blow siashed

melmgringely wpont the fass he vlnly
sotht 1o mhivid with his upralsed
right armm

Pouder the hoy pain and surprse of
T ammpndt, he Jurohesd in Lis sedadle g
uneonsciously Jorking s briddes hand
Lo one wide, At the gosture his bridle-

wine horps yvorresd suddenly to Lhe
ripght

Phie  rider, unprepared  for  this
Hentningaquick shift of his moant's
wirid lost s sent and was pitnhed
evcll g into the drivewiy, whers he
Iny half stunnod

i raced June, unpursucd,  (Hane
e bk, whe apw the prostrate man

nove a Hirtle, as thourh trving to get
a hia fest, A aleh af relief esonped

har Jips it leartinge he svas not degd
onening wpeud, she turnsd inlo o
vithe and thenoe jrade her woy hiy
eeddtous raute ta the park eun
traner nearest har home
Ax shoa pods renetion ast In Sha
Yol hine it the avents of the past
fonr am mt thoe deeds of anme steanger

cadd whioss very msmory now flled
her with horror

M ronliged that her horas was
with Inther and swsat a
freftitrs, shim rodde 1o tho atable
v ek wav, dismountad thera and

[

oft tha horse with a wondering
1 i foot, she turned her stepn
' I 1} Travis haune— whern Fnato
Wehed wildtinge ror her. Decidedly,
hie was i Jay of shocks
L] . L] L L L -
} Lavmar had dune Bttle slecping
Wl tuueh hearteick thlokiug duriog

glow on the back of

“When | am myself,"”” sobbed June, “I
loathe the things The Red Circle makes me |
do. But when the circle begins to throb and

scourges me on from one mad crime to
another ;—some power | can't control.”

my hand, something

L
L
4
A

the past twent v four hours, And now,
At last, he hud narvad himself to makas
the test e had planned—the  tost
which, ha belioved, would prova to
b, vnee and for all, June's gullt ar
Innocaies,

With shirinking heart, but with firm
Aiepy, he pppronchmd thie Travie houss

And ut the same moment, Yamna,
the Jap butier, wan privily conveying
“Smiling Sam” Eagan's late break.
fant to the attle. Mary had arranged
the breakfast teay, with an almost
unoanguerable yearning L {1} put
mrychnla or powdered glass into the
fl)l"!.

Khin romambored Sam's demnand for
“m fask  of the Mo that Killed
Father And, dreading to disobay,
shin put on the breaklast teay n bote
tle of leht wine -tha neaireat ap-
proach fo Sam's  covelsd whisksy
which ths house fust then contained

"I hope every drop of 1L atrangies
him e death! was her Kindly wish
nx whin handed the tray to Yama.

The Jap Lutler trembilingly bore the
repust to the attle For some owsenlt
teason Ham  loved te tarment and
frischten the dapper Hitle buter, And
Yama's visits to the hiding place wera
moments of terror to the poor Hitle
yeliow man.

To-day wan no excoption. He net
the triy dowa in front of Ham and
stuarted to pour out a glass of wine
for him. But Yama's hand shook pitl-
fully, from shesr fright. A spoonful
of wine fell an Mam's knee.

With a truly torrifying xrowl Eagan
natehed up the carving knife he still
I.lrn'-l. in his belt and rushed at the
LA

“I'm golne o cut my monloker on
youf measly heart!™ he snarled,

Yatma il not pause to ses If the
threat would be fulfiled, Dropping
everything, he flod.

Prawn the sitic stairs he bounded,
three steps at o Jump. At every Inch
of the way he expected foel the
eruel Knlfe-point sink into his back,

Downwiard he sped, fully believing
Faom wan closoe bohind bim wll the
way,

Eagan  returned  the knife
place,  chuckling amuwedly &t the
aoire he hud glven the butler, Then
he pleked up the bottle of wine and
tried to road ita label

The Face at the Pane.

Hut the light was dim and hin eyes
were nearsighted, He went over to
the window (o get a better view of
the label, Closs to the pane he stood
for an Inatant, euriously and labor-
wously spoiling out the name,

Amd, in thot lustant, Max Lamar,
turning In at the front wulk, chanced
o ook up=and wiw him.

lLamar hidtod and stared upward
more Keonly., Hut Bam had moved
wway from the window., Max, with
the excttement of & hound on the
seent, buunded up the veranida steps,

AL the tep he collided violently with
a litkde Nygure Lthat mhot out of the
front daour It wan Yama, still in
Aluh! from Ham's Hnaginary pursult,

What's up™’ demanded Max.

. Yama stared, spovohless ad guap-
ng

“What's the matter™ ropeated La-
mar, “Lid you ses him, too? Were
you golng for the police 7

"Haw-—saw nobudy!™  babhbled the
Jup, still remembering Suin's (hreat
of what he would do should Yama bes
truy his hiding place.  “"Haw nobody,
Civing for m little walk., 1"

“Golng for w ity hundred-yard
dash, you mean” coreected e per-
plesod Latnnr,  “Let me o there, L've

Just _m‘.ll' —
“Why, Mr. Lamar!” exclaimed a
fuol uf the steps

'
L1

1o Its

volve from the

Max turped, to ses June, in riding
drvan, ciup o bhand, wwuntng the ve-
randa tuward him.

“Mias Tenvin'" he said, hurriedly.
‘I vaught & glimpse of & man Lm al-
IRl mure ws Sain Bagan

“HRoally 7 anked  June,
benting  fant, “Huw
Wherenbouta?*

her heart
inturesting!

I that topmost wihdow of yaur
house.  Uos abiio window, | supposs.
B W

W hat nuascnde! " she lnughed, uors

Veusly, “How vould he grosaibly’ -

"I omust go wod losk for bhim” io-
sigteed Lainar “That s, if you'll et
Fisd Ho  probmbly  seiicinbeicd  your

whiesn o s 1o other days, and
Mkl i hare Lo Wy o persusde you

ek g, Ll o go in, ploaase,'"

lu the Lbrary doorway Lthey mot
Mo Travis Sie catma  forwird,
urdtindly, tu grect Lamiar. The crime
e indlst cut short Liere salutntivns by
AR LML, D laely

Mew Fravis, | have reason to think
n oonmlnel 8 hiding in this houwse—
Sinling Sam’ kugan, the crook 1 wid
solh wbout, down al Hurfion. Moy 1L
vty for hbin T

“Why, cortiinly,” nsaented the wtives
tlod il lady ‘Mut—ah, 1 do hops you
iistiaken, Mr Lawmar! | can't be-

luve
Futile Search,

Max
slikirm

you

wlvaay earied
brvandini o Ev with ham,
i Lar more Lo remadie In

followed, Mugry, who had
vrossing the lower hall as Lagar
v, hureied wfier fer
e penich of noxt Aoor win
mrely perfunctory. Max wanld huve
ol straight toe the attio had not
June, withh an afectution of caution,
begged him to ssarch the lower roomis
lirst

“H's not down hery

funal

June,

up thao

e

the

)

declired the

aphmges mpetaliet At last, In growing
frupatiencs. "U'm golng o try tho -
tie. How do 1 get to 1L

e wis standing close te the door-
winy a4 he gpoke, tha doorway load-
Ltk to the atdtle stakis, And bis sticlg
irrded every word to the fugi-
Ive abouye

virlite

At the sound Fogran started to his
fort, Knife in hand This attle wis
no placo 1o be cortiered ke o rat in
atrap If e eould ger downstihirs, o
Wil <thrust 1o Lamar's body might
Jenve the way froe for him Lo escaya
ta the wieect, Yes, and thit samae

Kolfe-thrum might sdence Lawar fors

(

ever, If so he Had no fear of the
house hold's women blabbing as  to
whie had done the murder Thay

woull not dare

Knife in Ost, Famsnn tiptoed dowy
the winims With him free Hand Lie
vpenesd the door & Iittls way namel
peaped out Tnto the upper hall,

Lamar had Just moved from tha!
vory door, and was standing with his
back to him, only n few feat away
looking about for the entrance to the
attlo atairs,

But June saw tha door open. Bl
anw the hrpoad, hildeoas faee, the tight
gripped knife, Hhe paw Ham orou!
for u wpring, HY saw him, knif
rivieed, luunch himpelf at the unsun
pecting Lamar

Then, as ths man w»iabbed, Jone
nwoke fromy her daee of horrifled 'n
action. With a seream she pelzod
Lamar, and by main forve hurled Nim
to one side and half way around

The Knife thrust missed its moark
by the fraction «f an Inch, Lamnit

whirling, onteht =hehit of s for.  As
Emgnn's arm wen! haok to stab agaln
Max gruoppled him

Muck and forth peross the hall the
twa men awnyed and lurched In thels
fierce wrestl The shownlder of one
of the twao elose.locked bodlen strock
Againat the attle door. slamming )
nhut Chides were overtuensd, ond
the hallway became o bodlam of nolw:
and fury.

Ham managed to wreneh hle knife
hand free.  He lungsd murderously
nt Lamar's throat. Max wis too Inte
to prunrd the bhlow liut he shift~l his
Mbs body to ons side, The bipds
finshed past it and was buried, half
ta the Wil In the wond of the dont
A Fight to the Death.

Bamg, with his left hand, soughs ¢
fght o his enamy, while with his
right he tugeed waldly to tear the
knirw frem from the wood, The bl ade
broka In half  Dropping the faalee
hilt, Smm turned his full attention
the task of crushing his opponent
with his bars hands,

Max merely defonded himsalf o0
best he coull,  Hiw right hapd wis
trying to g« Wt the plstol in the hip
pocket, Hut Sam saw the mave and
fought to prevent It

Nevertholons,  wtill strugglloe  to
keep his foothold aguinst his henvier
nntagonist, Lamar manneged, ines Ly
Inch, to work his owtn hand Lock t
the pistol. At last Lim was ablo t
draw It,

it as he did so Bam selzed the
erlme apecialist's right wrist with
both his own huge hande, and exert-
Ing all hin brute stremerh and wedght,
twisted Max's hand outward and up
ward.

No human power could withatand
that pressure, so suddenly and skil
fully exerted. The pistol leaped from
Lamar's oponed fingers and fell to
the Nuor,

Mra. Travis at firat aound of the
battle had comn running up the stalrs
from the lbrary In rerror At the
second Moor landing ahe say the two
combatants reeling tw and fro In &
denth grapple, whi's Mary nand June
looked on in fascinated horror,

Without an Instant's delay M
Travin darted into the nearest room,
mnntehed up 4 telephone and sum-
muonsd Pallee Headguarters

It touk hor some moments to get the
conneotion becnusae Pollee Headgtiae
ters “"Central’” woas just then liatening
to & patrolman’s thrilling acrount of
tha way Atturney Chaorles Clordon had
come to the Chlef of Police a little
while hetore and glven himself up t
justice—laughing an na did wo.

Hut  presently  Mrs, Travie was
awitehed from Teadguarters to the
precinet statlon phones.  And In less
than a minuie two polioemen weres o
their way to the Travis house

Meantitne the fight in the hall had
reached o new and more vital stage
a sKirmish for pussossion of the falle
pintal.  Nelther man dared loose his
krip on the other Yot sach ma
nueuvred desperately to get hold of
the wenpan that lay ot thelr fest

It won Bam Eagnd who at jnat felze
the pistol Despite his enogiv's offort s
o grodunlly workeid it muzzie to
wird Lamar's writhing body

The muzdle at last touched Max's
wiid Ham Nogar dUghitoned on the
trieger. In the sims moment the pi«
tal spun out of his hand, exploding
Burinfuanty, the beavy-enlibre bulie
hurying tiaclf In the woodwurk of the
walnueoting

Ju had poen the newest port of
thie n she juved, and with her

Ine erop had struck Yis would.be
murderer heavily across the knuokies

B whirled about to face her A
he did so Lamar spalehed up a heavs
vase from a podesta)l and brought
down with all his remainiog ol
upon Eagan's i

Smlling Sam" dropped to the Bo
lilke a wtricken bul Iving M,
stunnad and helpless amid the wreek

e of the smpshed vise and of the
hallway furnieh!nies

Max bent uver him and snapped
pair of ndeufls on [T T
man's thiock wpint, Then, weak an
dizgy and panting. Lamar rose agmin
LU L WAUYINRE as e trieed Lo
wtand upright

YHe must have broken in hore Lyt
nhehl” he gaswped.  “Miss Travls,

you my lirm 1™

“Your hand & eat!™ erid Jun
8, 1 blewding Lt me Lilngd It up
for you'"

The tramp of fee! sounded on the
muirs helow them,  The two polien
men, escorted by the chattering and
shindderine Yama, aveended to the
upper hallway., At a word from La
mur they meked up the unconscious
Faenn and Jugged him Away between
them

Max, still reeling with exhaustion,
turned ubruptly to June.

M Travie” hoe sald, I must ask
vl or two aquestiona, | woulil
cut off my right arm sooner than ask

nne

them. Bt 1 must, Everything de
petidd on vour gnswers

Tune forced o amile to her ashen
Hpw She knew the moment had come

e moment of reckoning, which ahe
wo Jong hnd dreadoed,

(To Be Continued.) ;
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